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Branch Updates

Dog Neutering Vouchers. As many of you are aware for the past three years we have been in partnership with the Dogs Trust and have provided full cost neutering vouchers for people on specified benefits. The Dogs Trust withdrew from the scheme with immediate effect in January. Unfortunately this means the Branch can no long give full cost vouchers out to dog owners. However, we will be able to give a LIMITED number of partial cost vouchers to owners who meet the financial criteria.

Cat Neutering Campaign

During the month of April the Branch will be running its annual cat neutering campaign.  If you know of anyone who would like their cat neutered and who is receipt of an income based benefit please ask them to contact the Branch.  

Over the past few years the Branch campaign has been very successful and has drastically cut down the number of unwanted kittens being born.

Animal Update

January and early February saw the branch re-homing get off to a good start but its seems to have quietened down with people only wanting kittens.

Kitten season has started we have a lovely mum cat and three kittens who will be looking for homes mid may.

Austin – has been with us since early January. He was quite timid when he came in as his owner no longer wanted him and he had been living outside. Austin is about 7 years old and is a large black neutered male. He is absolutely delightful and loves having a fuss made of him. Unfortunately, he keeps getting overlooked for the younger cats and it is such a shame as he has so much love to give.

If you know of anyone who is looking for a companion cat please ask them to contact the branch as we would love to see him re-homed very soon

Home Visitors Course

The Branch will be running a course for potential home visitors on Tuesday 27th May 2008.  If you are interested in taking part please contact Jill or Claire to book your place.

Waifs & Strays Lottery

The Branch lottery has been running for three years and brings in over £500 annually to the funds after the deduction of prize money.  It really is worthwhile and benefits the animals in our care. In order for the lottery to run we need a minimum number of members and unfortunately we are currently in need of several new people to join. It would be such a shame to lose this source of much needed income. If you know of anyone who would like to join please ask them to contact the branch for an application form.  Thank You to all that support the Branch lottery currently.
Lottery Winners

November

1st  Derek Johnson (19)

2nd Mrs Jean Gregg (24)

December

1st Mrs V Crawley (20)

2nd Mr Mrs G Brown (49)

January

1st Mr G Badger (45)

2nd Mrs J Paradis (11)
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Don’t forget, Sunday 20th April is the date of our Mutt Strutt in Ripley.  Registration is from 10.15am or by calling Claire in advance.  Everyone is to start at 11am from Ripley Castle Field Car Park.  Entry is £5 per family or sponsorship form.  It’s a very easy going route of approximately 3 miles around Ripley.  By the way, dogs are not compulsory!

There will be prizes for different categories, and Trophy Pet Foods are kindly donating prizes.

You should hopefully see our posters in local shops and noticeboards.  Stray FM is also trailing the event so keep your ears peeled for that.

We also require no more than 5 volunteers to help with set up and registration, and of course to be that all important last person to walk round the course and collect the marker posts!

BUPA Southlands Dog Show

We are pleased to confirm that BUPA Southlands on Ripon Road will be holding their annual dog show on Saturday 21st June from 2pm.  The event is held in their grounds to the rear of the home where there will also be stalls and refreshments.  The classes this year will be: Veteran Dog (over 7 years old); The Dog with the Waggiest Tail; Most Obedient Dog; and Cleverest Dog.  Entry is £1 per dog per class.

All proceeds are donated to the branch so do come along and support this fun event.  More details will be in the next newsletter.

Volunteers

We held our volunteer/trustee recruitment evening on 11th March.  Thanks to Shirley and Lynda for their invaluable attendance on the night.  They were able to answer prospective volunteers’ questions.  We had a good response from the advert that was printed in the Harrogate Advertiser and five sister newspapers.

The next Friends Meeting will be held on Tuesday 8th April at 7.30pm and we look forward to seeing you there, along with any new faces.

Collections

We held collections in February at Morrison’s in Ripon and Boroughbridge.  We had volunteers there until about 1.30pm and managed to raise approximately £215 on both occasions.  Many thanks to those who gave their time.

We hope to increase the number of volunteers for future collections from our recruitment evening. This will then enable us to have a presence all day to raise those much needed funds.

For the RSPCA Week collection on Friday 2nd May at Morrison’s in Wetherby, we have been sent by headquarters special RSPCA Week stickers and posters, plus badges for the collectors to wear.  Claire will hand these out at the next friends meeting.

Everyclick.com
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So far, since November, £16.65 has been raised for the branch by using the internet search facility everyclick.com.  Not bad considering every search raises just 1p.  Thanks to all those who have signed up, and if you haven’t already done so, don’t forget to register the RSPCA Harrogate & District as your preferred charity.

eBay for Charity
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In her own time, Claire has just started listing items for sale on eBay where 100% of the proceeds are donated to the branch.  If you are interested on selling items yourself contact Claire for further information.

Donations from Local Businesses

We are going to be targeting local businesses for donations (money or prizes) to help increase our funds.  If you have any suggestions or contacts, please do let Claire know and she will be happy to pursue them.
Events Diary 2008

April

Sunday 20th – Mutt Strutt, Ripley

28th to 4th May – RSPCA Week

May

Friday 2nd – Morrison’s Wetherby collection

Tuesday 27th – Home Visitors Course

June

Saturday 14th – Harrogate Flag Day

Saturday 21st - BUPA Southlands Dog Show

July

Saturday 12th – Wetherby Flag Day

Saturday 19th – Ripon Flag Day

Saturday 28th – Birstwith Show with Rescue Dog of the Year local heat

August

Saturday 9th – Knaresborough Flag Day 

September
Saturday 13th September -Morrison’s Harrogate collection

October

Saturday 4th – Sainsbury’s Harrogate collection

Saturday 11th – Morrison’s Boroughbridge collection
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